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‘...It is all the more clear what we have to 
accomplish at present: I am referring to ruthless 
criticism of all that exists, ruthless both in the 
sense of not being afraid of the results it arrives 
at and in the sense of being just as little afraid of 
conflict with the powers that be’

-Karl Marx 

That we live in a school does not mean that we do 
not interact with entities and institutions in much 
the same way as a man living outside these bounds 
does. To appreciate the value of a magazine 
demands that one understands the fact that our 
school is a microcosm of the world outside it.
 
We have seemingly democratic elections; we have 
bodies that hold great power over their subjects 
and have equally great amount of responsibilities. 
We, as students, are subject to institutions that 
are supposed to impartially mete out justice. 
In essence, we live under the framework of 
institutions that have strikingly similar parallels 
in the real world. 

This acknowledgment leads to the conclusion that 
politics is not an isolated phenomenon that is alien 
to the average schoolboy. Of course, politics refers 
to more than the mere winning of elections and 
the governmental policies that take shape after. It 
refers to how we interact with each other, with 
those above and below us. And politics thus exists 
in a microcosmic society such as ours too. This 
further implies that the society that we exist in 
must develop parallel institutions and structures- 
such as opinionated magazines that question the 
world around them. 

Needless to say, this has not happened. Magazines, 
including ours, have often found it convenient to 
publish bland factsheets that anyone with access 
to the internet could get their hands on, instead of 
articles involving rigorous analysis on part of the 
writer. Their role in any functional society, that 
of encouraging and sparking public discourse, is 
far from being actualized here, where the back 
pages manage to attract the collective attention of 
the entire student body while the others are rarely 
ever even looked at. 

This is unfortunate and is the result of lapses 
in how we, as a school, treat our magazines. 
My solution to this issue is two-fold. One, to 
saturate our magazines with opinions, and two, 
to build and foster a personal connection with 
politics and economics so that every member of 

the student body is encouraged to read and write 
for school magazines. Firstly, we must make a 
conscious effort to prioritize differing opinions. 
These opinions must be diversely sourced from 
all over the school, they must be bolstered with 
information drawn from a variety of sources and 
they must involve rigorous analysis. They must 
be original in character, precise in language, 
and cutting in criticism. It is true that facts and 
information play a key role in any magazine, 
and they must do the same here too. And facts 
must act as the foundation for a comprehensive 
intellectual framework, which invariably must 
consist of opinions and original analyses. 
These opinions may be radical in their outlook and 
could concern everything from the school to the 
United Nations, the only caveat being that they 
must be refined and backed with the necessary 
information. 

Secondly, if we continue to treat politics, and 
any subject for that matter, as something alien to 
ourselves, and as something that cannot possibly 
affect our day-to-day lives, our magazines will 
never reach their true potential. I remember, 
quite vividly, the first-ever issue of Innoventure, 
the school’s economics magazine. The editorial 
board of Innoventure tried to write about how 
economics affects the schoolboy, by writing 
about how students prioritize what to buy in their 
weekly tuck-shops. This section of the magazine 
was, however, not added in further issues. We 
must take inspiration and do the same for our 
magazine by writing about how power structures 
govern life in our school, how the democratic 
process (or its lack thereof) affects us, how we 
can democratize our classrooms; how ideology, 
social, political and economic, plays an integral 
role in our day-to-day lives. 

The effort to inculcate diverse opinions about 
such things in our magazines must involve all 
constituents of the school. The student body, of 
course, must read and write relentlessly in order 
to develop its thoughts. We, as members of the 
editorial board, shall try our best in refining them 
on our own part and including as many of them 
as we can. In essence, a more structured and all-
hands-on-deck approach must be worked out to 
increase readership in school. 

The magazine has, this time, covered a host of 
relevant political issues ranging from domestic 
politics to the international sphere. Our cover 
story, of course, centers around the ongoing Bengal 
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hardware. 

Moreover, if Afghanistan can help America reduce its 
dependence on China, it can partially help justify the longest 
war in American history, which has claimed thousands of 
lives and almost 700 billion dollars in taxpayer money. And 
although resource extraction is a dubious reason to justify 
military occupation, it will be a tiny saving grace in the 
costliest war of the century. 

Chinese Interests
Despite being the world’s largest processor of rare earth 
elements, China does not, in fact, possess the world’s largest 
reserves of the same (in an act of admirable foresight, the 
Chinese had already amended their environmental laws to 
allow the production of rare earth elements while strategic 
thinkers in other democracies, read India, had not even 
realized their importance). This means that manufacturing 
can only be optimised to a certain level, after which the 
Chinese simply cannot extract more material from their 
soil. With growing demand for rare earth elements both in 
China and abroad, we have already seen the repercussions 
of this, where large increases in domestic consumption 
have reduced China’s overall exports of rare earth elements. 
This is where Afghanistan comes in. If one looks at the 
world map, one will note that Afghanistan falls right on the 
crossroad of China’s belt and road initiative. If it were to 
join the Chinese alliance a lot of Afghanistan’s woes would 
be solved. That is why Chinese companies (state-owned, 
of course) had already signed contracts with the Afghan 
government for mining rights all the way back in 2007. 

Logistical Problems 
Industrialization, however, is not such an easy task. 
Especially in the graveyard of empires. Corruption, conflict, 
and geography have held Afghanistan back thus far. 
There is not adequate water to support an industrial 
economy, and the electricity supply is far too inadequate. 
However, the biggest issue is transportation. Raw materials 
are high-volume low-density goods, therefore transport 
networks need to be efficient and cheap for extraction to 
be profitable. Currently, certain artisans mine and transport 
these materials by hand, but this method will not be able to 
support rare earth elements mining. Railways are necessary 
for a large-scale mining operation.

A single large-scale rail development project will not do the 
trick. Minerals are not found in large quantities anywhere in 
Afghanistan. Instead, they are present in small pockets all 
over the country. But the government has little to no control 
of the countryside, where the Taliban roams freely. Under 
these conditions, it is doubtful that any private investor 
would risk developing infrastructure on the treacherous 
terrain. 

Geopolitical Problems 
This brings us to the second issue. Most Afghan ocean-bound 
trade must pass through Pakistan, a country with which it 
does not have very positive relations. Both routinely accuse 
each other of political interference and have regular border 
conflicts. Trade routes through the Caspian Sea and Iran 

are not an option. However, Afghanistan cannot portray 
a sudden comradery with Pakistan via joining China’s 
belt and road initiative, because that is sure to provoke a 
reaction from the United States. 

But all is not bad. A new peace deal between the United 
States government and the Taliban suggests that peace is in 
sight (with a certain sidelining of the Afghan government). 
Moreover, the United States has asked Turkey to help 
with the negotiations. Ankara is trusted across all levels 
of Afghan society and Afghans share a strong cultural 
bond with the Turks. However, many sources indicate 
that Chinese diplomats are trying to undermine the United 
States by negotiating with the Taliban through backdoor 
channels created by Pakistan (The evidence on the issue is 
not concrete, but one can be sure that some equivalent of 
such meddling is indeed occurring). 
Conclusion 

Therefore, Kabul must come up with a deal that will 
satisfy the United States, China, Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, and 
Russia. At the same time, it also needs to please its own 
people and deal with rampant corruption and conflict within 
Afghanistan itself. This must be synchronised with rapid 
infrastructure development projects throughout the country. 
Afghan politicians do not have the luxury of focusing on 
only one issue at a time, because if they do so then the 
others will certainly spin out of hand. This promises to be 
a daunting task and will require an almost Bismarckian 
level of statesmanship. If used wisely, rare earth elements 
present a metaphorical goldmine for the Afghan’s, a light at 
the end of a century-long tunnel of darkness. However, as 
Nigeria, Syria, Iran, and Venezuela have repeatedly shown 
us, a nation blessed with underground wealth cannot be 
certain of its long-term success. It will bode the people of 
Afghanistan well to remember: “the wealthy and powerful 
nations of the world are built because of gold mines, but 
they are rarely built on top of them”-Chevron, Caspian 
Report. 

-Mrinank Chander
 Class XII
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Afghanistan has been in and out of the global spotlight for 
almost a century now and more than often, for the wrong 
reasons. But rarely are any of those reasons even remotely 
related to the economy of the nation. Apart from opium 
exports, most people are of the (justified) opinion that the 
Afgan economy is not worth discussing, & certainly not 
important enough to write articles about. They could not 
be more wrong. The Afghan economy very much deserves 
our attention. Or to be more precise, the mineral wealth of 3 
trillion dollars which will soon be running it. 

The relevance of Rare Earth Elements-:
In the centre of the periodic table, there is a square 
representing a dozen elements called the lanthanides. 
When mixed with certain chemicals, these lanthanides 
become rare Earth elements. Although required only in 
miniscule quantities, rare Earth elements power our world. 
Everything from laptops to solar panels to nuclear missiles 
uses them. Therefore, whoever controls the supply of rare 
earth elements, in essence, controls the production of any 
technology across the world, be it military or civilian. It 
is the discovery of these elements, in large quantities in 
Afghanistan, that has triggered new excitement. After all, 
the demand for rare earth elements is predicted to grow 
exponentially, and Afghanistan, for one, could really use 
the money. 

Research into what lay beneath Afghanistan’s mountainous 

terrain started after the Soviet invasion of the country. 
Soviet surveyors secretly tried to gauge the mineral content 
of Afghan soil. They discovered mineral wealth of around 
a trillion dollars. This reinvigorated their enthusiasm and 
gave a new reason for the continued Soviet occupation of 
the country. Work began on various infrastructure projects to 
extract this wealth, however, with the sudden withdrawal of 
the Soviet forces under Gorbachev, this came to a standstill. 
Scientists in charge of this research hid these documents, 
and published them only in 2007, after the withdrawal of 
the Taliban. After the US declared war on terror and pushed 
back the Taliban militarily, the Americans built on Soviet 
research and raised the estimated value of Afghan mineral 
wealth to 3 trillion dollars. Most of this value was derived 
from the presence of rare earth elements, the production of 
which was previously monopolized by China.
American Woes 

Over the years, China has displayed its willingness to use 
rare earth elements as a tool to politically subjugate other 
nations. In a dispute with Japan, China was able to bring 
the American ally to its knees by stopping the export of rare 
earth elements to the nation. Across the Pacific, the “Land of 
the Brave” watched helplessly, too scared to intervene. The 
memory of this rather embarrassing incident has certainly 
motivated the United States to search for alternative sources 
of rare earth elements. Furthermore, the Pentagon is eager 
to remove its dependence on China to produce defence 

Online Edition

elections and aims to analyze the various factors 
at play in this intricate political drama. We have 
also included topics such as the coup in Myanmar 
and the economic blunder that was the Suez canal 
blockage. I hope that this diverse range of articles 
has the potential to encourage you, the reader, to 
go on further and read more about the issues that 
interest you and perhaps discover something that 
you think is worth writing about.

For any submissions or queries, please do not 
hesitate to write to politicia@welhamboys.org. 
Every member of the student body is encoureged to 
read and write for school magzines.

Signing in,
Samanyu Raj Malik
Editor - In - Chief

Digging Deeper Into The Grave



The Suez Canal is an artificial waterway that 
cuts across Egypt and is one of the most 
important waterways which connects many seas 
and countries. It is a man-made canal and is 
approximately 193 kilometers long. It took more 
than 10 years to be built and was formed in 1858 
by Ferdinand de Lesseps, providing the most 
concise way for commercial ships to travel from 
one side of the world to the other. There is an 
alternative route, but that would delay the delivery 
by approximately two weeks, and this delay would 
indeed have other repercussions. Imagine this 
canal getting blocked, and think about the losses 
the associated companies, crew, and the other 
people involved in the operation would face. 

On March 23, 2021, a 1,312-foot ship -the Ever 
Given- ran aground on March 23; it blocked one 
of the busiest waterways in the world and barred 
all ships from going through. During the six days 
the Ever Given remained stuck, more than 400 
ships got stuck there and had no way out. Even 
after the airplanes’ invention, waterways are 
still more preferred when cargo is in different 
countries. The Suez Canal also saves a lot of 
time and money for the companies and the 
people involved. According to the sources, the 
amount of freight (or goods) has only increased 
in the past few years, and from this information, 
we can estimate the losses many corporations 
and people involved in the operation would have 
faced. 

The Ever Given’s length was relatively lengthier 
than the width of the Suez Canal. The Suez 
Canal’s width is approximately 300 meters, 
and the ship’s size was about 400 meters long. 
The ‘Ever Given Ship’ contained 20000 cargo 
shipments within itself, and any other medium of 
transport cannot deliver such a hefty amount of 
goods.

According to sources, the reason behind this 
blockage was poor visibility, a sandstorm, and 
heavy winds. The heavy winds pushed the cargo 
to one side, and the ship lost balance and got 
stuck around the sand. The incoming ships faced 
a lot of trouble because of this, and they only 
had one way out, which would lead to a two-
week delay in shipments. It is estimated that the 
number of goods blocked in the Suez Canal would 
be worth 9.7 billion dollars a day. This blockage 
also increased the price of crude oil around the 
globe. According to some newspapers, if this 

blockage would have lasted longer, there would 
have been severe shortages of toilet paper in 
some countries. 

Over the weekend, 14 tugboats pulled and 
pushed the Ever Given at high tide to try to 
dislodge it, but they were only able to move the 
ship “30 degrees from left and right”. Then on the 
Monday morning, after several reports that the 
ship had been partially refloated, the Suez Canal 
Authority issued a statement saying that the Ever 
Given had been “successfully refloated.”

We might see this problem as a minor error, but 
the losses it led to had a tremendous impact on 
the global financial and economic scenario. The 
ship crew and the associated companies faced 
a drastic pullback. Crises such as these give us 
a sense of how truly fragile the global economy 
and financial ecosystem are, and how their entire 
structure rests on seemingly insignificant cogs.

Pranay Singh Dhaka
X

When The World Economy Came 
To a Standstill
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The Decline of 
Indian Democracy

Every country in the world has a vested interest in portraying 
itself as democratic and subsequently gaining legitimacy on the 
international stage. Often, however, governments do not practice 
what they preach, and their internal workings are massively 
undemocratic. Let us analyze two criteria for gauging how 
democratic a country is, and how these relate to India. These are, 
1. Global Freedom Scores,
2. Internet Freedom Scores

The criteria used for the scores are based on observations such 
as Electoral Process, Political Pluralism and Participation, 
Functioning of Government, Freedom of Expression, and Free 
Media. These are understood to be the main pillars of a country’s 
democratic standing. Let us analyze the standing of Indian 
democracy with respect to other democracies in the world, based 
on these two scores.

Global Freedom Score: The annual report of Freedom House 
states that India’s present status is “Partly Free”, as compared to 
last year’s “Free” status. Although elections might seem free and 
fair (which has also come under tight scrutiny since BJP’s ascent 
to power in 2014) and there are multiple parties contesting for 
elections, the functioning of the government is confusing, to say 
the least. Yes, they are passing laws like any other democratic 
country, but the problems arise after laws are passed. Let us take 
the example of the new agriculture laws to understand this better. 
The law was passed swiftly without the opposition’s consent or 
voting and once it was passed the farmers started agitating. The 
government, however, did not pay heed to the farmers’ demands 
and has, since then, maintained a firm stand on the issue. Worse 
still is the fact that the government is planning to reintroduce 
the controversial CAA back (since it was delayed due to the 

Pandemic). The government has targeted many of its critics and 
has silenced them with CBI, ED, and NCB investigations. Many 
others have been declared as wanted criminals on the grounds 
of so-called “Anti-Nationalism” and the propagation of anti-
nationalist sentiments within the citizens. They have gone a step 
forward by calling the protesting farmers on the Ghazipur Border 
and Singhu Border “Khalistanis”, “terrorists” and putting forward 
allegations that they have been funded by a Canada-based 
separatist organization.

Internet Freedom Scores: No surprise that the Internet Freedom 
Scores are also pointing sharply towards the “Partly Free” status. 
Yes, anything posted on Twitter, Facebook, or any other social 
media website that is against the Indian Government is considered 
anti-national. After the Republic Day fiasco, climate activist Greta 
Thunberg and American singer Rihanna posted on the ongoing 
farmer’s protest, something which the central government did not 
like. In response, many Indian celebrities posted in retaliation that 
they should not get involved in the internal matters of our country. 
The government’s propaganda machine also ran on full throttle, 
manufacturing an endless barrage of pro-farm law propaganda 
and continuously defaming both the protestors and the celebrities 
who tweeted in their support. Also, many other forms of content 
are at risk of being blocked in India, such as Saif Ali Khan’s series 
on Amazon Prime Video -Tandav. A new rule has been passed 
which will regulate the content of Netflix, Amazon Prime, and 
other OTT platforms. Speaking of media again, certain channels 
(Dubbed Godi Media for obvious reasons) have glorified BJP over 
the years and have shown the opposition in an antagonist light, 
and have vilified other channels that oppose the government. 
The Indian Government has also requested Twitter to block those 
accounts which have been the government and therefore are 
ruining the “national unity of the country”. Since Twitter opposed 
this decision, the Indian Government has said that it will file 
an investigation report against those users who are found to be 
criticizing the government.

These events took place no more than two years ago (except the 
activities of Godi Media), including the reports on the websites 
that show the status of India’s democratic scores. This does 
show us how India as a democratic country is still behind the 
other democratic countries like the United States, New Zealand, 
France, And United Kingdom. The government must also learn 
that taking jibes at the opposition parties with support from Godi 
Media won’t undo the damages that have been done and that 
further ruin awaits us if the government does not learn from its 
mistakes. India must go forward and truly reclaim its title of the 
‘world’s largest democracy.’

Aditya Mishra
Class XII

India Downgraded F rom ‘Free’ To ‘Partly Free’ 
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West Bengal, India’s fourth most populous state, bordering 
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal has quite an interesting 
political landscape and is currently in midst of State 
Assembly Elections, but before diving deep into the 
happenings of the current election and what the future 
holds for West Bengal, let us briefly have a look at the past. 
Historically West Bengal had been the world’s longest-
running democratically elected communist government, 
it was ruled by the Left Front (led by the CPI(M)) from 
1977 - 2011). From being the richest state post-partition to 
seeing an economic decline under the Left Front, were 34 
long years. Following the 2011 State Assembly Elections, 
All India Trinamool Congress and Indian National Congress 
coalition under the leadership of Mamata Banerjee was 
elected to power; five years later, in the 2016 elections, 
Trinamool Congress won an absolute majority and Mamata 
Banerjee was re-elected as Chief Minister. 

This year happens to be an election year for West Bengal, 
and as we approach the last week and half of the voting polls 
for the 294 constituencies of this state, the political battle 
turns into a fiery one, from fierce allegations of corruption, 
extortion, syndicate raj and the infamous cut money issue 
(alleged audiotapes) to BJP’s bold claims of winning more 
than 200 seats and forming the government, or rather BJP’s 
‘poaching politics’  and even more so the ‘X- factor’ for TMC 
and their political campaign- Prashant Kishor. At this stage, 
it’s hard to tell whether it is ‘controversy’ or ‘drama’ but 
either way it happens to be one of the most striking and 
engaging elections amidst the ongoing pandemic.

In the past couple of years, there has been a rising anti-
incumbency sentiment against the TMC government in West 
Bengal, which led to a visible crisis when BJP made inroads 
and won 18 of the 42 Lok Sabha seats in the state in 2019, 
just four less than TMC. The latest testimony to this would be 
the leaked clubhouse tapes of TMC’s current poll strategist 
Prashant Kishor, several audio clips have gone viral and 
in the public chat on clubhouse, Kishor allegedly claimed 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi was a popular face in 
Bengal and that his popularity rivaled that of West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. As per the alleged tapes, 
Kishor further went on talking about the anti-incumbency 
wave against TMC in West Bengal and said “all that the 
Left, Congress & TMC ecosystem has done in the last 20 
years is Muslim appeasement”. Amongst many taking jabs 
at Kishor, BJP leader Amit Malviya tweeted “TMC’s election 

was just thrown away!” .Vivek Agnihotri went on to tweet “In 
a Clubhouse chat of Dumbest Journalists of India, Prashant 
Kishore enlightened them with the news that BJP is winning 
West Bengal”. Despite the turmoil caused on social media, 
TMC poll strategist Prashant Kishor confidently asserted that 
only selective audio clips are being shared online, further 
asserting that Mamata Banerjee will win the Assembly 
elections in West Bengal while the BJP won’t win more 
than 100 seats. On the issue of anti-incumbency, CPI(M) 
leader Sitaram Yechury states that “The anti-incumbency 
sentiment against the TMC government runs so deep and 
so large that any unity of all the anti-BJP forces will only 
help the BJP more. It will be counterproductive”. However, 
the TMC is aware and is taking stern steps and measures to 
counter anti-incumbency sentiments. They have bolstered 
their organizational structure by changing one-third of ticket 
holders for better outcomes and have taken even more 
steps to restructure their internal workings. But truth be told, 
anti-incumbency is the least of TMC’s concerns at this point, 
and it is natural that after serving two consecutive terms, 
there surely is a sense of disappointment if not boredom.

The most serious allegations and matters of concern 
revolve around the corruption allegations- the accused 
corrupt senior members of TMC, the ‘cut money’ scam, and 
syndicates to name a few. So, what exactly is ‘cut money’ 
and why are people so outraged about the same? Cut 
money is the illegal commission which party workers were 
allegedly charging from people wishing to avail benefits 
from government schemes and now people are carrying 
out demonstrations across West Bengal demanding refund 
of cut money that TMC leaders had taken from them for 
government schemes. According to a report of The Financial 
Express, there are ‘fixed rates’ for specific schemes, which 
ranged anywhere between Rs 200 to Rs 25,000. “Each 
scheme has a rate, and a network of local political leaders 
and panchayat members linked to the system. The system, 
which existed during the Left Front regime, has now 
become a full-fledged one”. Surprisingly locals were fooled 
into believing that the money they paid to avail these (free) 
government schemes was a necessary fee to avail these 
schemes. The confirmation of such a system thriving under 
Mamata Banerjee’s rule came when the CM herself asked 
her party workers and leaders to refund the cut money- this 
is a sound example of corruption existing at the very roots: 
the local level. The infamous Chit Fund Scam or the Saradha 
scam was a major financial scam that surfaced in 2013. The 
Saradha Group, launched by businessman Sudipto Sen 
raised about Rs 2,500 crore in a few years, however, all this 
turned out to be a multi-crore Ponzi Scheme. As the scam 
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unraveled, allegedly many of TMCs leaders were directly 
involved in the group’s operations, from actor and TMC leader 
Satabdi Roy being Saradha’s brand ambassador to then TMC 
MP Kunal Ghosh being appointed CEO of the media group 
in which Saradha had invested Rs 988 crore. Madan Mitra, 
the then West Bengal Transport Minister, headed the group’s 
employees’ union and other members of the party were also 
accused of having links with the Saradha Group. Well, what 
exactly is ‘syndicate raj’ and how is it one of the foremost 
problems under corruption in West Bengal? Syndicate Raj is 
an organized form of running corrupt extortion rackets, mostly 
in the manufacturing and construction sectors. Syndicates 
became prevalent in West Bengal in the early 2000s and 
have been on a rise ever since. Syndicates are thriving in 
the state and their diktat is pay up or suffer. These groups 
control the sale of land, construction, and building material 
and if the buyer seeks legitimate means, the syndicates 
make sure he succumbs to their demands- “If you protest, it 
will lead to a bigger problem and vandalism, these are very 
dangerous people” state the locals on the idea of opposing the 
syndicate- and TMC leaders have been accused of running 
theses syndicates or aiding them, taking their share of the cut. 
However, despite all the scams, scandals, allegations, and 
accusations, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s reputation 
and image remain as clear as ever.

Who is Prashant Kishor and why is he so important to the TMC? 
Kishor is a political strategist and a very prominent figure in 
Indian Politics. In the past, Kishor has worked with INC, BJP, 
AAP, AITC, DMK and YSRCP. He has aided numerous political 
campaigns including helping Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
get re-elected for the third consecutive term as Chief Minister 
of Gujarat and helped the BJP win an absolute majority in the 
2014 Lok Sabha Election. He is incredibly successful at what 
he does and is certainly a very influential figure, his name is 
synonymous with electoral victory within the modern political 
landscape of India. His contribution is essential as an advisor 
and political strategist for TMC in this election. In a recent 
interview with India Today TV, Prashant Kishor said, “If BJP 
wins more than 100 seats in Bengal, then I will leave this job, 
I will leave IPAC as well. I will do something else, but not this 
work. I will stop this work. I will not exist as I am today,” He 
added, “You will never see me again aiding any other political 
campaign.” Such bold claims show us that in this election the 
stakes are too high indeed.

Minority appeasement is a big issue in these elections. 
Minorities are a crucial part of the campaign and their issues 
have been highlighted. A lesser looked upon side of the election 
is the entry of the newfound party Indian Secular Front as part 
of an alliance with the Left Front and Congress. Led by Abbas 
Siddique, this party, founded just two months ago, has been 
accused of playing the minority card by the TMC and BJP. 
Further, the BJP and the TMC alleged that the Left Front and 
the Congress have shed their secular credentials by entering 
in an alliance with the party floated by the 34-year-old cleric of 

Muslim shrine Furfura Sharif in Hooghly district. ISF allegedly 
has tried to communalize sects in West Bengal and deviate 
the election to the path of communal politics. Another issue, 
a rather recurring one, is that the BJP, as usual, is poaching 
TMC members, Horse-trading continues and at this point, 
it seems to be the reality. Suvendu Adhikari and Mukul Roy 
among others happen to be former senior members of TMC 
who have now joined BJP. Nandigram is a hotly contested 
seat- it is the apex of a high-octane political battle between 
two politicians who were once together and is an accurate 
instance of friends turning foes. The battle over Nandigram 
is between Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee herself and 
her once-trusted aide Suvendu Adhikari. Perhaps the most 
underrated factor of this election, or any election at large, 
Is- The Women Factor. Mamata Banerjee happens to be the 
one and only incumbent Female Chief Minister in India, the 
female voters, who are almost 50% of the electorate, resonate 
with her and they most certainly look up to her. Taking the 
Bihar elections, for instance, 49% of the voter turnout for Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar consisted of female voters, thanks to 
the intensive welfare schemes benefitting the women. Female 
voters happen to be the make-or-break point for many 
elections, they are the ‘silent majority’, and having Mamata 
Banerjee as the only female chief minister sure does aid TMC 
in ways more than one.

The question that arises at this point- why is this election so 
important? West Bengal happens to be one of the very few 
opposition ruled states in India, the only state having a woman 
as the chief minister and a state that has never in its history 
had BJP rule it, and now the BJP Is trying its level best to 
establish a stronghold and a definite political presence and to 
win this state. If the BJP happens to win the election and form 
government in West Bengal this year, it would have ripple 
effects that may surpass the boundaries of West Bengal and 
run through the rest of the country. The fight over West Bengal 
exists between TMC and BJP entirely- the Left Front and the 
newly formed India Secular Front amongst other parties are 
nearly non-existent- this election comes across as bipolar and 
the TMC needs to keep its hold in West Bengal.
 
The Bharatiya Janata Party has never won in West Bengal 
and their political presence in the past has been rather dim. 
However, with steady steps, they have grown and voters out 
of curiosity if not anything else would want to see BJP rule 
West Bengal. From serious horse-trading and BJP poaching 
senior TMC members, possibilities of a bipolar election, 
anti-incumbency sentiments against the TMC, corruption 
allegations, scams, and scandals, this election surely 
happens to be one of the most exciting ones, and ultimately, 
whatever the result may be, the impact of this election will be 
felt far beyond the boundaries of West Bengal. It will affect the 
entire nation at large, serving as a ‘make or break’ point for 
something much larger India might be heading towards. 

Shubhankar Dhulia
Aarav Upadhyay
Class XI and XII
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Adam Toledo
H e was a 13-year-old Latino boy, who 

was shot and killed by the Chicago 
Police officer Eric Stillman in the 

Little Village, near the West Side 
of Chicago. After the incident, 
the Chicago Police Department 

launched a statement stating 
that the shooting 
of Toledo had 

occurred after an “armed 
confrontation” with police; the 

department later issued a press 
release removing the word “armed”. 

On April 15, Stillman’s bodycam 
footage was released, showing 
Toledo dropping a handgun 

moments before turning to the police and 
raising his hands, before being killed. An 
eyewitness further said that Toledo was 
complying with the police officer when he 

was killed.

Daunte Wright
He was a 20-year-old African-American 
man who was fatally shot by police 
officer Kimberly Potter during a traffic 
stop and attempted arrest for an arrest 
warrant against him. After struggling 
with officers, Wright was shot at close 
range. He then got into his car, drove it 
for a short distance, but his vehicle 
collided with another 
and hit a concrete 
barrier. Officers forcefully pulled 
him out of the car and administered 
CPR, but were unsuccessful and he 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 
The following day, police launched a 
statement that Potter meant to use her 
electric Taser but accidentally grabbed 
her pistol instead, striking Wright with 
one shot to his chest. On April 14, 
Potter was arrested, charged with 
second-degree manslaughter, booked 
into the Hennepin County Jail, and was 

released on $100,000 bail.

Breonna Taylor
She was a 26-year-old African-American woman who was fatally shot in her apartment on March 13, 
2020, by white plainclothes officers Jonathan Mattingly, Brett Hankison, and Myles Cosgrove of the 
Louisville Metro Police Department. They forced entry into the apartment as part of an investigation 
into drug dealing operations. Officers claimed that they announced themselves as police before forcing 
entry, but Walker, Taylor’s boyfriend, said he did not hear any announcement .He thought the officers 
were intruders and fired a warning shot at them which hit Mattingly in the leg, and in response, the 
officers fired 32 shots in return. Walker was unhurt but Taylor was hit by six bullets and died. Later, the 
city of Louisville agreed to pay Taylor’s family $12 million and reform police practices. On September 
23, a state grand jury indicted Hankison on three counts of wanton endangerment for endangering 
Taylor’s neighbours with his shots, but none of the officers involved in the raid have been charged in 

Taylor’s death.

                                               George Floyd
                                                                                                                                                                  
He was a 46-year-old African American, who was murdered in Minneapolis, Minnesota, United States. 
On that day, Derek Chauvin, a white police officer of the Minneapolis Police Department arrested 
him on suspicion of using a counterfeit $20 bill. During the detention, he knelt on Floyd’s neck for 
9 minutes and 29 seconds. Floyd repeatedly informed Chauvin of how he was not able to breathe . 
Yet the officer refused to lift his knee. After several minutes Floyd stopped speaking. Further, he lay 
inert and Officer Kueng found no pulse when he checked. Later, Chauvin was sentenced to second-
degree unintentional murder. The other officers are charged with supporting and inciting second-degree 
murder. This judgement came on April 20, 2021, while the trial of the other three officers is scheduled 
to begin in August. On March 12, the Minneapolis police department agreed to pay $27 million to settle 
a wrongful death lawsuit brought by Floyd’s family. His death sparked the landmark Black Lives Matter 

protests all over the world in 2020. 

This Day, That Year

30 April

311 BC
(traditional date)

711

1562

1789

1888

1859

1989

2009

Roman Emperor Galerius 
issues Edict of Toleration, 
ending persercution of 
Christians in the Roman 
Empire

Islamic conquest of Iberia: 
Moorish troops led by Tariq 
ibn-Ziyad land at Gibraltar 
to begin their invasion of 
the Iberian Peninsula (Al-
Andalus)

1st French colonists in 
North America: Jean Ribault 
& colonists arrive in Florida

George Washington is 
inaugurated as the first 
President of the United 
States of America

Moradabad hailstorm: hail 
stones allegedly as big as 
oranges kill 246 people 
and some 1600 sheep and 
cattle in Moradabad, Uttar 
Pradesh

Charles Dickens’ “A Tale Of 
Two Cities” is first published 
in literary periodical “All 
the Year Round” (weekly 
installments until Nov 26)

World Wide Web (WWW) is 
first launched in the public 
domain by CERN scientist 
Tim Berners-Lee

Chrysler automobile 
company files for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy

Timeline
Chief Ministers
of West Bengal

1947 
-1948

1948
-1962

1962
-1967

1967
1967 

-1968

1969 
-1970

1971

1972
-1977

1977 
-2000
2000
-2011

2011
-Present

Prafulla Chandra 
Ghosh

Bidhan Chandra 
Roy

Prafulla Chandra 
Sen
Ajoy Kumar 
Mukherjee

Prafulla Chandra 
Ghosh

Ajoy Kumar 
Mukherjee

Ajoy Kumar 
Mukherjee

Siddhartha 
Shankar Ray

Jyoti Basu

Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharya

Mamata 
Banerjee



Welham Boys’ School

If one were to examine the history of Indian politics and make a list 
of all the issues that have plagued every one of our governments 
for the past thirty years, one would arrive on certain conclusions. 
First, that the list is tragically long. Second, it has the usual suspects 
of religion, caste and gender issues. Third, and most importantly, 
that for a nation of 1.3 billion people, Indians are surprisingly bad 
at handling food distribution. And there is one example which 
perfectly encapsulates the Indian dilemma- the issue of onions.

The onion is a staple of the Indian diet. And yet, every government 
since the time of PV Narsimha Rao has struggled with the question 
of how to make them reach our plates. The fact that this is an 
entirely solvable problem is announced rather embarrassingly to 
the entire world by the quantity of onions that India exports, which 
is the highest in the world. It is rather clear that this is, in no way 
whatsoever, a production issue. It is an issue of distribution, and 
it is an issue of storage. Consequently, it is an issue due to an 
entity which has made itself the sole proprietor of the storage and 
distribution of onions. This flailing entity is the Government of 
India. 

But to understand how the government regularly causes such 
catastrophic supply irregularities in the onion market, one requires 
a little background, which we will now delve into. 

In India, onion production (due to our agricultural sector’s 
embarrassing dependence on the monsoon) follows a seasonal 
cycle of boom and busts. Once a year, the supply plummets, while 
the demand remains constant. Such a scenario naturally creates an 
increase in price. This increase is astounding, and in a free market, 
entrepreneurs, businessmen, farmer unions and cooperatives from 
all over the country would be trying to exploit this demand supply 
mismatch. The word “exploit”, with its negative connotations, 
does not do justice to the positive effect these non-governmental 
entities would have had. To buy the onions at low prices and 
then sell them at high prices, cold storages would have to be 
constructed. After a small period of intense profiteering for early 
players, the laws of market equilibrium would have ensured that 
the farmer would get a stable price throughout the year, while the 
buyer would get a stable cost. Along the way, these profit seeking 
entities would have garnered the returns for the investments made 
in creating cold storages and other supply chain/logistics/storage 
facilities. 

But this is not the case. Despite the business potential being 
through the roof, no one (until recently) has tried to enter the 
onion markets at a big enough scale to make a difference. The 
reason, to absolutely no one’s surprise, is the government. The 
Indian government, confirming with the second “S’’ word in the 
preamble, has passed various laws and acts (like the Essential 
Commodities Act) that give it the power to, in effect, seize stored 
crops from whoever they want, whenever they want. In theory, 
stock limits, and the power to seize excess stock, is meant to stop 
hoarding. It is a famine prevention measure. But every year, the 
moment onion prices rise (with no famine within sight for miles), 
upper middle-class Indians can be seen beating their chests and 

pulling their hair on television. Political pundits start prophesying 
doom for the incumbents, causing the powers that be to panic and 
use every means possible to reduce onion prices. This invariably 
leads to the measures mentioned above, and often, these stocks 
are seized before the prices even rise, in a terribly ironic attempt 
at forethought. 

What this means is that there is no security for any non-
governmental entity, be it an individual farmer, a large cooperative, 
or even a corporate monolith, to enter the onion business. Their 
investments in making cold storages and securing supply chains 
will all be for naught if the television anchors beat their drums 
of woe loud enough (and don’t they always). Furthermore, even 
if these crops aren’t seized, the Indian government has a terrible 
habit of banning exports when prices rise. This means that farmers 
will now have to sell their crops (if the government hasn’t taken 
them already) at a lower price. This not only takes capital from 
farmers and gives it to consumers, it further reduces the incentives 
to create storage facilities (as if the largest and most regulated 
bureaucracy in the world wasn’t enough).

To add to the problem, those that should be taking care of the 
problem, the government, have somehow failed to do so 
(consistently) for the past 30 years. The bureaucracy, which was 
supposed to compensate for the lack of entrepreneurial investment, 
has instead eaten up the funds given to it for creating retail chains. 
The political hype is partially justified, of course. Onion prices 
have played an important role in some earlier elections, specifically 
in Delhi. Some might even say that they have been the deciding 
factor in the fall of various governments. 

But every year, instead of easing regulation and promoting private 
investment, the government bows down to pressure and engages 
in the draconian measures allowed by the Essential Commodities 
act. ‘Hoarders’ are busted, stocks are seized, and all potential 
investors are scared away. In a cyclical process, the government 
tries to artificially regulate the market, which scares away private 
business, which in turn creates scarcity that leads to calls for the 
government to artificially regulate the market.  

To conclude, onion prices in India are highly volatile. In certain 
seasons, farmers in rural Maharashtra have been pictured throwing 
their crop on the roads in despair as they fail to find fair prices. 
Then, as the supply chronically contracts, these prices rise to 
insane highs. In the stock market, a 10% gain would constitute an 
extremely profitable year. In 2019, for a limited time onion prices 
rose by 400%. Just for context, the profit margin on a Maruti 
Suzuki Swift is 5-8%. For a McDonald’s burger, it is around 20% 
(that’s the corporation’s profit margin). For an iPhone, the markup 
is 60%, and to give a more humble example, even on a bag of lay’s 
chips, no margin is estimated over 30%.
Thus, it is clear that the Indian system of regulatory control not 
only hurts farmers by not giving them a high purchasing price, but 
also consumers, by not giving them a low buying price. And in the 
midst of it all, it creates immense political chaos. What is required 
is a strong willed government that will be able to withstand the 
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Understanding The Coup In Myanmar
Myanmar, also known as Burma, is in South-East Asia. It 
neighbors Laos, Bangladesh, China, Thailand, and India. 
It has a population of about 54 million, most of whom 
are Burmese speakers, although other languages are also 
used as a medium, and the main religion practiced here 
is Buddhism.The country attained independence from 
Britain in 1948. The armed forces ruled it from 1962 until 
2011 when a new government began ushering in return to 
civilian rule. What has happened now is that the military is 
now back in charge and has declared a year-long state of 
emergency.

The armed forces had backed the opposition, demanding 
a rerun of the vote, claiming widespread fraud. Although, 
the election commission has claimed that there was no 
evidence to support these claims. The coup took place as a 
new session of parliament was set to open. 

Mass protests have been taking place across the country 
since the military seized control on 1 February. The protests 
over the coup have been the largest since the Saffron 
Revolution in 2007. In the Saffron Revolution, thousands 
of monks rose against the military regime. Present-day, 
almost every person in the country has been protesting 
against the military regime, be it teachers, lawyers, students, 
bank officers, and government workers. Now, the military 
has imposed restrictions, including curfews and limits to 
gatherings. On 27 March, on the deadliest day since the 
coup, more than 100 people were killed.

Aung San Suu Kyi, a Burmese politician, diplomat, author, 
and a 1991 Nobel Peace Prize laureate and members of her 
National League for Democracy (NLD) party, are among 
the thousands who have been detained. Suu Kyi became 
famous among the world in the 1990s for campaigning to 
restore democracy. She spent almost 15 years in confinement 
between 1989 and 2010 after organizing rallies calling for 
democratic reform and free elections.

Three weeks after they took control over Myanmar by 
toppling its democratically elected government, the 
country’s Generals are struggling to retain their grip on 
power in the face of growing pro-democracy mass protests, 
and now the Military Commander-in-Chief Min Aung 
Hlaing has taken power. He has long worked significant 
political influence, successfully maintaining the power of 
the Tatmadaw - Myanmar’s military - even as the country 
moved towards democracy.

Numerous countries have condemned the military takeover 
and subsequent crackdown. US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has blamed the security forces for a “reign of 
terror”. Also, the United States, United Kingdom, and 
European Union have all responded with sanctions on 
military officials. However, international responses will 
matter only if stakeholders treat the coup leaders as partners 
in the progress towards democracy. 

Vihan Shukla - Class X
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attacks from India’s institutionally entrenched Statist academics 
and allow the market to regulate itself within a few years, as it has 
done in almost every other nation in the world. The fact that we 
have had to wait so long for reform is testament to the strength of 
this lobby, which has been electorally disempowered like never 
before. Off course, there is still opposition, and a problem that has 
existed for the better part of our nation’s history will not disappear 
in a single year. But the agricultural economy of India, for better 
or worse, has only one direction left in which it can travel. And 
that is upwards. 

One must remember that this article has been taken a simplified 
view of things. The prices of onions are determined on a national 
scale, and are affected by a multitude of factors. In some cases, like 

environmental catastrophe, government intervention is more than 
justified. But overall, if the popular consensus in the agricultural-
economics community is to be trusted, the onion farmers of our 
nation are widely underperforming and are victims of a complex 
bureaucracy. Unstable onion prices are an outlier in this nation as 
one of the few problems that have a simple solution. Until very 
recently, the lack of political will and widely held misconceptions 
were blamed for the government’s reluctance to embark on 
reforms. While the recent changes in the law do have their own 
problems, in this specific circumstance, for many, they are more 
than welcome.

Mrinank Chander 
Class XII
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